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When I first joined WAUC in 1995, I noticed that some members would always come prepared to meetings and events with some 3.5” floppy disks. These disks were very useful for passing along or receiving files of photos, documents, and even programs. The 3.5” disk had a larger capacity than the previous 5.25” disks but wasn't much more reliable. I remember having a lot of problems getting these disks to be recognized in

disk drives. Still, when they worked, they worked very well. They were relatively portable and handy to have along anytime one was out and about.
Of course, for portable storage, floppy disks have long been replaced by USB flash drives. When these were first available, they were incredibly expensive and by today's standards their memory capacity was very small. 
I am now embarrassed to reveal how much I paid for my first USB flash drive (which I still have somewhere). It was a lot. But as I think back on it, I carried it around and used it for a long time and it's one of the things I can say I really got my money's worth for. All the other much smaller and slower items of computer equipment at that time cost a lot more also.
Today, USB flash drives are much more affordable and come with unbelievable memory capacities. If you don't have one, this is a good time to pick one up. I have found that for something to carry around, the most affordable ones with the smallest memory sizes are the best. For most purposes, one doesn't need that much memory and if one should lose a flash drive, something almost inevitable with something so small, one hasn't lost that much value. 
If you get a chance, pick up an extra one to have as a backup in case you lose the one you already have. And as another precaution, transfer the files on your flash drive to your regular computer as often as possible. 
There is now an even smaller and handier form of portable storage available, the SD

memory card. These were first used as portable memory for digital cameras. To transfer photo files to a computer one had to connect the camera or an external card reader to one's computer. For some time now, computers, laptops, the new tablet and e-reader products sometimes come with a built-in slot for SD memory cards. If yours has an SD card slot, go ahead and take advantage of it and if not, look for this feature in your future computers and devices. An SD memory card can hold all the different files a USB flash drive can including documents and music files, not just photo files. It is even smaller and easier to carry than a USB flash drive and also

easier to lose. One might want to carry it in one of those little plastic cases they

sometimes come in. The same advice for USB flash drives applies to SD memory

cards also. To be prepared for anything, you can have one of each on you.
USB flash drives and SD memory cards are so small, portable, and useful that you

may find yourself with a lot more than you ever expected to have. I'm sure a lot of

members have been using these items as portable storage for a long time already. 

This column is just a way of saying how practical we are. 
